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----------------------------------------------------

Would Rather Lesson – Learning Through Doing Instead of Explaining

----------------------------------------------------

First we’ll begin with a speaking activity.  Write the questions below on the board or make small handouts.  (You can get the handout—3 printable question sets per page at http://www.etseverywhere.com/grammar-songs/the-would-rather-song).  Then have students in pairs to ask each other these questions.

Go ahead and adjust the questions to suit the interests of your students.  This current question list I made is for teachers living in Jordan.  But it’s easy to personalize and geographic-ize your question list.

Perhaps students are not familiar with the form “would rather.”  No problem.  There is a brief explanation at the beginning of the “Pair Interview Questions” handout.  Teachers, though, often feel the need to explain grammar/lexical points.  In my experience as a STUDENT of language, teacher explanations are far too long.  Each minute of teacher explanation keeps students from DOING, from exploring the language themselves.

So maybe try this.  Give the students the questions WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATION, and ask them to interview each other.  (You may alternatively offer a brief translation into students’ native tongue—though, “would rather” doesn’t translate very simply, for instance, into Russian).  BUT, full understanding of this lexical item isn’t necessary.  Tell students they will understand AFTER doing the activities.

Then go on to activity number 2, the song, “Would you rather…?”  Do that listening activity and the speaking follow-up.  You can read it as a poem, or download the song at http://www.etseverywhere.com/grammar-songs/the-would-rather-song
----------------------------------------------------

Would Rather Pair Interview Questions

----------------------------------------------------

Would rather shows preference, a choice, often between things that will not immediately (if ever) happen.  These can, thus, be hypothetical questions. Just like true modal verbs, the word “to” does not follow:  would rather + the base form of the verb.  

Sit with a partner.  Each partner should answer.  Try to explain WHY.

1.   Would you rather eat cake, ice cream, or a piece of chocolate right now?  Sample answer… “I would rather have ice cream now, because it’s hot outside and I just like ice cream better than cake and chocolate.  I’d want chocolate ice cream.  What about you?  What would you rather have?”
2.   Would you rather live in a big city or in a small town on the sea?

3.   Would you rather live in Cairo, Damascus, or Beirut (if you didn’t live in Jordan)?

4.   Would you rather spend a year in Japan, Switzerland, or the USA?

5.   Would you rather take a vacation in South America or Africa?

6.   Would you rather be invisible whenever you wanted or have the ability to fly?

7.   Would you rather have coffee, tea, or juice at the moment?

8.  Would you rather take a course in Chinese, Swahili, Italian, or Hindi?

9.  Would you rather know Japanese, Spanish, or German?

10.  What would you rather be doing right now (than sitting here in class)?

----------------------------------------------------

“Would You Rather Song” -- Listening

----------------------------------------------------

The first question in this song is, “Would you rather be a smile or a laugh?”

There are 19 more choices to make.  We’ve given the first part of the choice below.  Listen to the song and write down the other.  

Or use the picture version.  Instead of writing the answers, you can download a page of pictures (available at…).  Copy it.  Have students cut the page into individual pictures, and give one pile of pictures to each group (say, of 3 students).

As they listen, they will match the pictures to the first part of the pair. 

vocabulary:  an average Joe = a regular person

Would you rather be…

1.  a smile or a laugh

2.  a zebra or _____________?

3.  the wind or _____________?

4.  a helicopter or a _____________?

5. orange juice or _____________?

6.  a circle or _____________?

7.  an elevator or _____________?

8. magic or _____________?

9. a teeny person or _____________?

10. just one shoe or _____________?

11. the autumn or _____________?

12. an average Joe or _____________?

13. tomorrow or _____________?

14. a candle or _____________?

15. a wedding cake or _____________?

16. a red shirt or _____________?

17. the past or _____________?

18. quiet or _____________?

19. a tree, a rock, _____________?

20. doing something else right now?

----------------------------------------------------

“Would You Rather Song” -- Speaking

----------------------------------------------------

So, now students have completed the listening task, and they know the lyric of the song, which is comprised of 20 questions.  Their job, in pairs or small groups, is to answer them.  These are abstract poetic questions, not particularly logical, but creative students will find them fun.  

Do a few demonstration questions with the class, and offer your own opinion.  For instance,  “Would I rather be a tree a rock, or a cloud?  I’d rather be a cloud.  Clouds can move.  They can float over the sea.  They can be bright and fluffy or dark and moody.”  Maybe there are some students who would rather be a tree or a rock.  Get their opinions.

Next discuss in pairs or small groups.  Students need not answer all the questions.

The full lyric is below…

1. 

Would you rather be a smile or laugh?

Would your rather be a zebra or a giraffe?

Would you rather be the wind or the rain?

A helicopter or a plane?

Would you rather be orange juice or champagne?

2.

Would you rather be a circle or a square?

Would you rather be an elevator or stairs?

Would you rather be magic or science?

A teeny person or a giant

Would you rather be just one shoe, or a pair?

3.

Would you rather be the autumn or the spring?

Would you rather be an average Joe or the king?

Would you rather be tomorrow or tonight?

A candle or electric light?

Would you rather be a wedding cake or a wedding ring?

4.

Would you rather be a red shirt or a blue shirt?

Would you rather be the past or the future?

Would you rather be quiet or loud?

A tree, a rock, or a cloud?

Would you rather be doing something else right now?

----------------------------------------------------

“Would You Rather” – Wrap-Up

----------------------------------------------------

Now, if all has gone well, you can ask your students—in their native tongue if you like —to theorize where and when and how “would rather” is used.  Ask them guess how “would rather” is different from “would you like” or “prefer.”  Ask them to write 9 sentences, 3 using “would rather,” 3 with “would you like,” and 3 with “prefer.”  Examine the results.

You’ve done a lesson where students have understood the language form through doing stuff themselves—listening, writing, speaking—not by teacher explanations.  They’ve spent the whole time exploring the language.

Will they start using this form?  Maybe.  Maybe not.  No big deal.  Language acquisition comes with time.  So no big deal.  But the next time they are listening to an English song, or watching an English language movie, they might get a little thrill when “would rather” jumps out and them, and they think, “Oh, I know that.”

If you have comments or suggestions, or would like to subscribe to Kevin’s free e-textbook, write to

kevin at etseverywhere.com

kevin at kevinmccaughey.com

poosheesty at yahoo.com
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