These are not hardcore critical/creative thinking activities.  In fact, it’s a good idea but they have two important things in common.

There are no set answers so students need to supply support for their answers.  They need to give a reason.
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1.  “Because”

Students complete the sentences, either orally or in writing—always stating why.  In these sentences they must see two sides to each issue.  Feel free to change the questions.

1. One thing I like about Amman (write your town name) is …  because…

2. One thing I don’t like about Amman (write your town name) is …  because…

3. I would like to travel to ___________, because…

4. I wouldn’t want to travel to _________, because…

5. I don’t mind growing older because…

6. I don’t like getting older because…

7. It’s fun to stay up late at night because…

8. It’s fun to wake up early because…

9. School is sometimes not fun because…

10.  School is fun sometimes because…

2.  Which One is Different?

(from English Teachers in Russia & Elsewhere #135)

This thinking game, also called "Odd One Out," asks students to look at four (or five) words and then choose the one that does not fit.

a) chair 

b) zebra

c) desk

d) table

You probably said "zebra" was different--to which Teacher Kevin would ask why.  And you would give me an answer like, "The others are types of furniture," or "The others are not alive," or "The others are usually made of wood (or plastic nowadays)."

Write 5 or 10 groups of words on the board.  Put students in groups.  And for each group ask them to choose "Which One is Different?"

Here are examples.  You can find more on the Internet, or you can make up your own.  These start out easy and get more difficult.

money, dollars, euros, rubles

fifth, five, fifteen, fifty

milk, water, juice, Pepsi

Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Syrian

Rome, Paris, London, Tokyo

slower, worse, best, better

English, French, German, Swedish

love, hatred, greed, anger

watermelon, apple, pear, orange

on, through, under, behind

blue, red, green, gold,

mud, water, tea, rain

Sorry no answers!  You decide yourself.  But if you are curious about one or two, write to me:

poosheesty@yahoo.com

-------------------------------------------------------------

"Which One is Different?"  with dice

-------------------------------------------------------------

For this you will need a die.  On the board make three word lists.  It’s helpful to draw dice, as I’ve done below.  Each should have six words--one for each possible roll of the die.

First roll of die
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	house
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	surgeon
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	lamp
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	duck
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	note
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	truck


Second roll of die
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	hat
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	limo
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	fish
	[image: image10.png]



	pizza
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	plate
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	doctor


Thirdroll of die
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	spoon
	[image: image14.png]



	plane
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	car
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	policeman
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	pepper
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	sand


Each group of students should have a die (or more than one).  One student rolls three times to determine which 3 words will form the odd-one-out comparison.  For example, the student rolls 1, 3, and 5.  The corresponding words are "house," "plate," and "policeman."  Which one is different, and why?  Some of the answers are not very clear, so students will need to use reasoning and creative thinking skills.

The great thing about writing the words on the board is that the teacher can keep change during the activity, thereby keeping things fresh and varied.  For instance, 3 minutes into the task erase the word "sand" and replace it with "cheese."  Two minutes later erase "fish" and replace it with "money," and so on.

This activity is more difficult--and more fun--if you add a fourth column of words and a fourth roll of the die.

3.  If We Didn’t Have…

This is a kind of creative thinking debate.  Print the following 20 words or copy them onto little scraps of paper, or make your own list of things.  Use words that suit your student environment.  (For instance, this list has “mansef,” a Jordanian dish that might not be known to students elsewhere).

	airplanes
	candles
	birthday parties
	wind
	Tea/coffee

	hospitals
	books
	haircuts
	Shakira songs
	blankets

	marriage
	guns
	bicycles
	football
	cell phones

	cake
	shoes
	fish
	balls
	mansef


Each student will draw an item.  Let’s say one has “haircuts” and one has “hospitals.”  Each student must argue for the value of their item.  Which object can we really NOT live without?  It appears that hospitals are more important, but it is that really the case.

Teacher students the form, “If we didn’t have_________, …. would ….

Student 1:  “We need hospitals, obviously.  That’s where we treat sick people.”

Student 2:  Yes, but we can treat sick people in our homes too.  Perhaps that’s even better.  But if we didn’t have haircuts, people’s hair would be dirty and get in their eyes and this would cause accidents.

Student 1:  But people could still wash their hair.  They could also tie their hair back.

Student 2:  Hospitals have machines that don’t exist anywhere else.  That’s were we need to bring people in emergencies.

This can be speaking practice for pairs.  This makes a good writing activity as well.  The concept is somewhat silly, but students are required to use reasoning. 

4.  Proverbs

Partial proverbs - a creative writing and thinking activity

It’s easy to find proverbs, maxims, aphorisms, and sayings on the Internet. For starters try

http://creativeproverbs.com http://proverbs.special-dictionary.com/

Below you’ll find five aphorisms that are incomplete. Students will complete them in writing. (Allow them to work in pairs or groups).  It is imperative to tell students that they are not expected to complete the original aphorism but write their own. They may add any word or words to finish it. They are trying to be wise, thoughtful, and clever: that is what proverbs/aphorisms do.

These are real proverbs from Azerbaijan. After students complete these Unfinished Proverbs, they can compare the results with each other AND only then with the originals.

1. It’s impossible to hold two watermelons with… 

2. Don’t buy a house, buy… 

3. Wish two cows to your neighbor so that… 

4. Hope is better than… 

5. Don’t tie garlic on your head if you don’t…

Unwritten Proverbs - a creative writing and thinking activity

Here are some more proverbs–only they won’t exist until your students complete them. The first halves are just made up!

1. When a man loses his family, he… 

2. When the fish jumps out of the river… 

3. Don’t envy your neighbor for his possessions; instead… 

4. Behind every successful woman is… 

5. To live alone is to live…

Proverbs and Lies - a team activity
You’ll need to write some proverbs/sayings/aphorisms on little pieces of paper. Put students in teams of, say, four people. That team will receive three proverbs. They must write a fourth proverb themselves. 

After some preparation, each team will present their proverbs, with each individual member writing the saying on the board and then explaining its meaning and/or origin (for instance, if it is from Africa or if it is modern, or whatever).  

One of these, of course, is very modern–just created by that team. This is the “lie” proverb and the team will try to disguise that fact, to make their own proverb blend in with the others.

The other teams each get to make a guess which is the “lie” proverb, and explain why.

As a language activity, this game offers much practice: writing in a certain style and with a certain goal, creative thinking, speaking, explaining.

5 More Activities to Do with Proverbs

1. Print the proverbs on little strips of paper. Cut the papers with proverbs in half. Mix them up. Distribute one slip to each student (a half a proverb). Ask students to go around the room and find (A) the second half of their proverb, and (B) find any second possible match that makes sense.

2. Write several proverbs on the board. Ask each student to write a paragraph explaining one of the proverbs, using none of the key nouns or verbs of the proverb. (You might want to anonymously assign proverbs). The students read their descriptions aloud. The remaining members of the class must guess which proverb is being described.

3. Same as above, except that students will write a scene–-not a definition. They will describe an event that illustrates the proverb. This need only be a few lines.

4. Give groups of students four or five proverbs from a certain region. Their task then is to remove some words from each proverb and provide blanks. The blanked-out sentences will be written on the board, and the other students will fill in the blanks.

5. Ask students to go home or to the library and to look up proverbs from other countries. Ask them to bring in a list of five that they really like.

Answers: Complete Proverbs ———————————————————
Complete Azeri proverbs

1. It’s impossible to hold two watermelons with one hand. 2. Don’t buy a house, buy a neighbor. 3. Wish your neighbor two cows so that you may have one yourself. 4. Hope is better than eating. 5. Don’t tie garlic on your head if you don’t have a headache.


5.  Layla Meets Bloom (handout for teachers or advanced students)
You’ve just reviewed Lalya and the Wolf (or Little Red Riding Hood).  Now your task is to write questions, or design a task for each level of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking.  Do it for the level of learner in your classes.  What questions or activities would work?  Work in pairs.
This seems complicated, but don’t worry.  But it really doesn’t matter if you confuse Application and Analysis. The important thing is the to see the progression from knowledge, the lowest order thinking skill to the higher order thinking skills.

1.  Knowledge (recall, remember, recognize information)

2.  Comprehension (understand meaning, translate, restate)

3.  Application (use knowledge, apply it to real circumstances)

4.  Analysis  (interpret elements, identify parts, define structure)

5.  Synthesis (create, build, re-do)

6.  Evaluation (assess value, efficacy, judge according to external criteria)
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5.  URLs and More 
	WHAT
	WHERE

	Elephant picture, duck picture, etc.
	Coolopticalillusions.com

	Visible Thinking. Very thoughtful activities for teachers.
	http://pzweb.harvard.edu/vt/VisibleThinking_html_files/VisibleThinking1.html



	Would Rather Song Activities
	http://www.etseverywhere.com/grammar-songs/the-would-rather-song

	Extremely True Facts About Cats
	www.etseverywhere.com/.../extremely-true-facts-about-cats


	Rock or Feather handout

Similar to “Would Rather”
	http://aei.uoregon.edu/handouts/09_rock_feather_small.pdf


	Six Thinking Hats:  You’ll find stuff all over the internet for De Bono’s thinking hats.  But this site has free and easy downloadable Word docs for teachers
	http://www.kurwongbss.eq.edu.au/thinking/Hats/hats.htm.

Also check youtube for videos on Six Thinking Hats—lots of good ones.

	Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking:  activities here…
	http://www.businessballs.com/bloomstaxonomyoflearningdomains.htm

	Save videos from youtube or any internet site to your computer.
	www.keepvid.com/

	Shaping the Way We Teach: critical thinking hanouts
	http://oelp.uoregon.edu/shaping.html


Activities by Kevin McCaughey

www.kevinmccaughey.com
www.etseverywhere.com
